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Mr. Steven M. Bradshaw, President 
ON? Transportation Company 
P-0. Eox 1859 
477 Port Terminal Circle 
Vicksburg, MS 39181-1859 

Dear b!r. Eredshaw: 

Your request of April 2, 1996, as amended by your letter of April 
26, 1996, to coneuct strippins of car50 residue using portable 
equipment is approved. Earoe striccina operations shell be __ I 
conducted ip. ecccrdence With YCldr E.?C1CSS5 ~TTOCECUZS EIltitlEC 

"11.190-For-table S~~~DD~I-X M -- -- 

EZSE.- uy0r-i cur rE-;ieyti of YOUr FrC_CCSEl, we have ~etermi.-,eC that 
enclosure (1) is acceptable zs En elternetive to the r=quiranent 
for fixed pipinc in 45 CF"n 156.120(G). This ~pprovel accJic= &A-- 
cnly to ccereticr.s within, the Eic;?t?, Ccast C-2arZ District. 

Qcestlons reserdlnc tlhis matter mzy ize directed to Commer,~5er 
T EtTEEU, Chief Ccm~liz-xe Erenc:? 2.t (504) z 29-3624. 

cop>- : DS and D2 IL!SOs, P!SU er.d IL!SCs w/cop>- cf OFF. letters 
D2(m) 



OLE MAN RIVER 

OMR Transportation Company 
P.O. BOX 1859 477 PORT TERMINAL CIRCLE 
VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI 39181-1859 

601-638-5900 I FAX 601-638-6300 

VIA FEDERAL E?Cl’RESS 

April 2, 1996 

Captain James W. Calhoun, USCG 
Commander (m) 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
Hale Boggs Federal Building. Room 133 1 
50 1 Magazine Street 
New Orleans. LA 70130-3396 

Re: Request for Approval to Conduct Portable Stripping of Car20 Residue from 
Inland Tank barges 

Dear Captain Calhoun: 

!Ve very much appreciate the recent opportunity to meet Lvith you and Commander 
Tetreau of your staff to discuss the procedures which OMR Transportation Company 
(O%fR) proposes to use to safely remove cargo residue from its inland tank barges. 
The frank dialoye and your insights into related issues of Coast Guard concern Lvere 
particularly helpful in refining ObIR’s procedures to ensure that the proposed stripping 
operations lvill be conducted Lvith the utmost concern for safety and pollution 
prevention. \Ve are submirting this letter as you have requested. 

11-e request your approval for the removal of carso residues from inland tar& barges 
o\\ned and/or operated by OblR Transportation Company employing the artached 
Portable Stripping Procedures. 1Ve provide the following summary of the presentation 
Lvhich Lve made to you in your offices in support of this request. 

The Situation 

OklR Transportation Company operates e:ghry inland tank bar,ces movmg clean 
petroleum products on the inland xvatenvays from Gulf Coast retineries to various 
locations in the ;LIid\vest. OXIR’s area of operations includes all Gulf Coast COTP 
zones. rvith the exception of Corpus Christi. and extends on the inland rii.er system 

hlEll@ER. THE AME2ICA?d WATER’NAYS OPERATORS, INC. 
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north~vard into the St. Louis COTP zone and northeastward mto the Louisville COTP zone. 
Eighteen of OMR’s tank barges are double-skin; the remainder are single-skin. 

In the past, because of the relatively few grades of refined petroleum products and the attendant 
high tolerance for contamination by prior cargo residues: OMR has been permitted by shippers 
and third party facility operators to load its barges without stripping the residue of the prior 
cargos from the cargo tanks. Changing market conditions in the refined products tr3de. coupled 
Lvith incre3singlp stringent pre-loading cleanliness requirements of f3cility operators. now 
necessitate that OMR present its barges for lo3dins in a “stripped liquid free” condition. Lvith all 
prior carso residue removed from the cargo tanks. 1Vith the advent of EPA requirements with 
respect :o consumer use of such products as reformulated and oxygenated gasolines and hish 
and 101~ sulfur diesel fuels, shippers have been forced to tighten their pre-loading c3rzo tank 
cie3nli:xss requirements. In addition, loading facilities are imposing increasingly stringent 
tan.. cle3nlincss requirements, nithout regard to the specific c3rzo to be loaded. as a protection 
against liability for later contamination ci3ims bv shippers or receivers of the cargo. 

Des+ and construction char3cterisrics of OhLIR’s tank barges. particularly the intrrn3lly fr3med 
sing!e-skin barses. are such that: following disch+e, several hundred gallons of c3rzo residue 
rxm3in on board beyond the reach of the c3rgo transfer 3nd fixed stripninz svstems. I 
Accordingly, to meet these more stringent tank cle3nliness requirements. OMR must use one of 
r-1.0 methods to remove cargo residue. 041R must either t3ke its bages to 3 shore-based tank 
cle3nins f3ciiity for strippins or re,move the car,00 residue from the txnks Lvhiie undenvay using 
appropriately trained towing vessel crew and a combination of fised and port3bie stripping 
equipment. Because of the signiIicant additional costs associated tvith the r:mo\al of a barge 
from senice for cleanins at a shore-based faciiity: OMR has de~~~eloped the attached 
Procedures. 

Th: Solution 

012 is avv3re that the portable stripping opexion lvhich it proposes is subiect to the 
requirements for transfer operations ccnxined in 35 CFR Part 156 and 46 CFR Subpart 35.35. 
Those regulations include requirements for the transfer s:;stem to be att3ched to 3 fised 

connec:isn on the \.esse!‘s pipins and not to be through an open end hose led through 3 hatch. 
Hol.vex;e:. 3; CFR 156.107 does permit the COTP to appr0L.s timel:. submitted :itemari\.e 
prci:dures ‘to be used 3 \esse! operator if the operxor demonstrzres rhx complillrce ..l:ith 3 
requirement is economicall>. or ph;.-cic311;: imprxtical and rh3t the 3ltemative yrovi& 3n 
ecui:-3!cxt lel;ei of s3fe:v 3nd pollution protection. .\s re:iec:e I d in the discussion ;h3t ti~~!o\\x. 
O\!R believes th3.t it c3n make those demonstmtions. B~cxx ~7; :he number of SCOT? xr,=5 
in Lvhich 01 IR opexws. ‘5: 312 directing this request to ;:o:i. 



It is neither physically nor economically practical for ObIR to comply with the regulator): 
requirement that the transfer system used to remove cargo residues from the tanks of its barges 
be attached to a fixed connection on the vessel. As indic3ted above, fixed stripping systems 
cannot adequately remove cargo residues, particularly in internally framed single-skin tank 
barges. Fixed strippin, u systems are currently installed on fifty-five of OMR’s eighty tank 
barges, cd such svsms will be in@led in the remainder. in coniunction vvith other renairs 
and inspections, bv 1998. -1fOMR is r%ited to the use of fixed stripping systems in 
removing cargo residues, it must then incur the costs associated with removing its barge from 
service and contracting with a shore-side tank cleaning facility to remove the residue. The cost 
of stripping a barge at a shore-based facility is approsimate!y 52.000 plus the costs associated 
tvith transponin, (3 the barge to and from the cleaning faciiip and removing it from semice for 
the period necessary to complete the cleaning. As you are axvare, the shore-based cleaning 
facility Lvill. ironically. employ the same ppe of portable stripping operation that the attached 
procedures propose to employ;. 

The alternative reflected in the attached Procedures pro!ices an equivalent le\-e!s of pollution 
protection and safe?. As vve discussed. the attached Procedures incorporate precautions set 
forth in the .41VSC Safety Guidelines for Tank Vesse! C!eztntz Fqciliries and ISGOTT and 
haL.2 been modiCed to address the areas of your co~ce’m. i\\‘ith respect to pollution protection. 
existing pollution prevention regulations uill be compiie d \virh by OIcfR in conductins porta’ble 
stripping operations. and a specific requirement for compliance with the barse’s oil transfer 
procedures is included in the attached. The sttached Procedures emphxize artention to 
pollution prevention and protection, and the low volume. low pressure n3ture of the portable 
strippin operation creates siznificantl>- less risk of pollution than does a conventional CZLEJO 
tmnsfer. \Yith respect to safety: the artached Procedures focus on the e!iminarion of the 
possibility of the buiidup of static electricity through the bonding of stripping equipment to the 
barge. the e!ec:rical continuity of strippins hoses. the use of non-sparking appliances. fittings. 
and connections, and the elimination of the free L +ll of iiqT:id. The Procedures aiso focus on the 
elimincricn of other potential sources of ignition of cargo T;a.cors through the us2 of air driven 

pumps and inrrinsic3ily safe lights. and the requirement to discontinue stripping operztions 3nd 
closz the car~cl; ’ natch ~v’nsn in prosimiq.. to jxi2xia.i est2xi igition sourzzs. 
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We trust that the foregoing amply explains the situation which OMR faces and satisfactorily 
justifies the solution it proposes. If you have any questions. please feel free to contact me. We 
look fonvard to your prompt reply and, hopefully, approval of our request. 

Very truly yours, 

Steven M. Bradshaw 
President 

dt 
Attachmrnr 

FILE S!vfB’T.VHOLX 

cc: Gerald A. Gallion 
Russell G. Moore 
David L. Shaw 



Onilfi Transportation Company 
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11.190 - Portable Stripping 

1.0 PURPOSE: 

To provide procedures for safe stripping of tank barses with portable equipment. 

2.0 SCOPE: 

Applies to the stripping of Subchapter “D” cargoes from barges vvhen fixed stripping or 
piping system does not adequately remove all cargo from carso tanks. 

3.0 RESPO?‘ZIBILITY: 

3.1 The Master ensures that each crevvmember to be desigated as Tanker-man - 
Person in Charge of portable stripping operations is in possession of: 

3.1.1 A valid tankerman’s license or endorsement appropriate for the cargo to be 
stripped. 

3.12 Evidence of completion of company portable strippins training course 

 ̂ ‘7 
3 .- The Pilot on lvatch ensures that: 

; 3 1 - .-. These procedures are follotved. 

3 3 3 .-.- When to\vinz vessel manning level permits. an additional crevvmember is 
designated and available to assist the Tarkerman - Person in Charge as 
necessarJ~ for the safe completion of portable stripping operations. 

The Tankerman - Person m Chqe: 

3.3.1 Ensures that a Letter of Xlternau~~e Compliance or other Coast Guard 
authorization to conduct porta’oie strippins operations employing these 
procedures is on board the barge. 

3.32 Ensures that portable strippins operations are conducted only when there 
is sufficient light to clearly obseme and monitor the integir); of all 
s-tipping equipment. Grtings: and connections. 

3.3.3 Conducts the strippins operation in compliance Lvith these procedures. th= 
barge’s oil transfer procedures. and applicable regu!xions. 

Fzge 1 cf enclosure (1) to CCGDEight(nvs) ltr 16711 of April 9, 1?97 
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Ensures that no one enters any car,00 tank or other confined space of the 
barge at any time during preparation, conducting, or securing of the ) 
stripping operation. 

3.3.3 

4.0 CHANGE: 

Original 

5.0 PROCEDUtiS: 

5.1 Prior to conducting a portable stripping operation. ensure that: 

5.1.1 

5.12 

5.1.3 

5.1.4 

5.1.5 

5.1.6 

5.1.7 

The cargo residue to be stripped is identified by use of the Car20 
Identification Card or MSDS on board. 

.411 personnel in\.olved in the stripping operation are advised of the cargo 
characteristics and hazards. 

All personnel in\.olved in the stripping operation are kno\vledgeable in the 
proper operatin: of portable stripping systems. 

-111 personne! in\.olved in the strippmz operation have been pro\.idzd \vlth 
the appropriate safety and personal protective equipment for the cargo to 
be stripped. 

A thorough reTview of car20 and strippins piping on board the barse is 
conducted and the discharge tank(s) of adequate capxi;~- 2nd 
connection(s) are identified. 

.A!1 strippins equipment necessary to accommodate the configuration of 
the barge (see appropriate diagun in Attachment -4) is piaced aboard the 
barge. 

Oniy equipment specified below is used in the portable strippins 
operation: 

< Air operated diaphragm stripping pump with bonding cabie. 

Wire reinforced suction and discharge hoses appro\-ed for oil 
senice with eiectrid continuity, msstkg the requirements of 33 
CFR 155.SOO. 

7 .~luminun strippin g \l;ands fitted ivith brass or s:ainless sxz! tire 
and bonding cables. 

.> --- 
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5.1.8 

5.1.9 

5.1.10 

5.1.11 

5.1.11 

.., 
T  Non-sparking aluminum or brass hose fittings and connections. 

c USCG or MSH.4 flashlight approved for Class I, Group D 
atmospheres. 

Absorbents and other onboard discharge removal equipment are on hand 
and available for immediate use. 

All personnel involved in the strippin g operation understand emer,!gency 
shutdown procedures. 

No other operations are conducted on the barge or in the vicinity of the 
stripping operation that would cause an unsafe condition, including 
harm-net-it-g chippin CT, or the use of po\ver tools. 

Unless approved for use in explosive atmospheres (intrinsically safe). 
portable e!ectronic devices, includin 2. but not limited to, portable radios. 
cellular telephones. tape decks. recorders. electronic calculators. cameras. 
and photogaphic flash units, are not allo\ved on the tank deck or in areas 
where flammable gases may be encountered. 

Smoking is prohibited on the barge. other barges in the to’“\‘. and the 
outside areas of the towing vessel. 

i7 
- .- inspect all strippins equipment prior 

52.1 Lay out hoses and inspect 
connectors. or gskets. 

to use. 

for any damage to hose coverings, quick 

- 7 3 -‘.L.- Ensure continuity of all hoses using a continuity tester/ohmmeter. 

c Hoses should be tested for continuiv in a dp condition and in no 
case should the resistance exceed 3 ohms per foot of hose tested. 
Example: 50 foot hose = 100 ohm maximum allolvabie resistance 

< Hoses failing the continuity test shall not be used until repaired and 
satisfactorily retested. 

- q 
2 .2 Connect bonding cables to equipment prior to use. 

5.3.1 Set up strippin pump in the vicinity of tank to be stripFed and connect i:x 
bondinz cable secure!y to an unpainted steel location on the barge. 

-;- 
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5.32 Connect bonding cable on strippin g wand securely to an unpainted steel 
location on the barge. ) 

5.3.2.1 No equipment may be inserted into a car20 tank unless it is bonded 
to the barge. 

5.322 Ensure that bonding cable is of sufficient length to allow the v,and 
to be lowered into the car20 tank ltithout putting a strain on the 
securing clamp. 

5.4 Connect the hoses in the following sequence: 

5.4.1 Connect the necessary amount of discharge hose behveen the discharge 
connection on the bonded stripping pump and the fixed piping connection 
to the discharge tank. 

jr3 -. ..- Connect the necessary amount of suction hose benveen the suction 
connection on the bonded strippins pump and the bonded stripping wand. 

-. 3.d j&l: Check valve on stripping pump to ensure it is in the & position. and 
connect the air supply hose to the air sunply tirting on the bonded 
strippins pump. 

- - 
2.2 Inspect the entire system again to ensure the proper connection of hoses to the 

stripping pump. strippin lvand, and discharge tank and the proper connection of 
bonding cables to the stripping pump. strippins \vand. and barge. 

-. <6 Conduct the stripping operation. 

5.6.1 Open the hatch of the cargo tztk to be stripped and insert the stripping 
n-and. 

5.6.1.1 Open hatches must be monitored throughout tlx strippin: 
operarion. 

5.6.1.3 The tank must be stripped as quickly as possible to minimize 
dilution of the tank atmosphere Lvith oxygen and li;?,it the time 
that the tar& is open to the environment. 

5.6.1.3 Ensure that the strippt,.= ‘70 Lvand reaches the bottom of the cargo 
tank. 



I.\.\hkKl.\~ - II.UUU 

5.6.1.4 Extreme caution must be exercised to keep all sources of ignition, 
including static electricity, away from the cargo tank and vapor 
trails. 

5.6.1.5 The strippin g operation must be stopped, the bonded strippins 
wand must be removed from the cargo tank, and the hatch must be 
closed whenever: 

-c The barge is in proximity to or passing under a bridge. 

c The barge is in a lock. 

;c The barge is in proximity to another \.essel in navigation. 

The barge is in prosimie to any potential source of 
ignition. 

An electrical storm is present or is anticipated in the 
vicinity of the barge. 

5.62 Make frequent checks of all equipment used during the stripping 
operation, 

5.6.2.1 Check all hoses, finings: and bondins cables for secure connection. 

5.6.2.3 If any leak is detected, immediately stop the strippins operation 
until the problem is corrected and any spilled material has been 
contained. removed, and reported as required. 

5.6.; Do not leave the barge vvhiie strippinz operations are in progress. 

5.6.4 L\hen strippins of a tank is completed, allow the strippins pump to operate 
for an additional few minutes to ensure all cargo residue is discharged 
from the discharge hose into the discharge tank. 

5.63 Ensure that the bonding of the strippin, 0 wand to the barge is maintained 
until the strippins n-and is removed from the cargo tank. 

5.6.6 Ensure that portable spill containment is placed under each hose 
connection Lvhen disconnecting or moving the stripping equipment. 

5.6.7 Repeat steps -7 -2 through 5.6 Lvhen changing tanks to be stripped. 

-j- 
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5.7 Secure stripping equipment. 

5.7.1 Do not leave the barge until all equipment has been removed form the 
tanks and all hatches are closed. 

-6- 
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l-ANI< Tll TANI< TRANSFER USING FIXED 
PIPING DRIIIPS. AT THE RECEIVING TANK 

BrRnED Pt&3RtATrc PlRP 

BnIDED PIWTAM .E 
vtdm 

--I---- 

-- 

StJCTInN AEJD DISCIIARGE I InSES ARE DESTGtlED FtlR I-III- SERVICE WITH ELECTRTCAL CUNTINUITY AND MEET 
TlIE REQIJIRENENTS nF 33 CFR 155,800 
PUIdP AND STRTPPING WAtlD HtJST BE Bl-lt IDEll Tl7 BARGE ll1JLL PRIllR Tfl IJSE 
STRIPPING WANDS AND I-IIX-E FITTINGS ARE Tfl BE ClltlSTRtICTED l3F NIXJ SPARKING MATERIALS 
(AI~tJbtIEltbt, BRASS I2R STAINLESS STEEL> 

I oli 3 
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CARGO TANI< Tl-l DECl< TANK TRANSFER 
USING FIXED PIPING DRIX' AT THE DECI< TANI< 

/ 
- IKMIEJI PNEUblATIC PUMP 

BnNnEn PnRTnBt -E 
WAND 

El,ECTRTCAIe.I,Y CIWTINUIIUS 
TITSCI-IARGE I It-XX - -- - 

ii t C-P ~-- .- -_.-_ ---___ -.-.-.__- --r-..-.-l---.-_-_ 
SUCTIt-#l AEJII BISCI IARGE ItnSES ARE DESIGNEI) FOR t7IL SERVICE WITt I ELECTRICAL CUNTINUITY AND MEET 
TttE REQUIREMENTS CIF 33 CFR lS5,COO 
PUt4’ Ablll STRIPPItlG WAblB t41JST BE BnNBEI2 Tt.7 BARGE I tIJL1, PRItlR TCI USE 
STRIPPIb4G WANBS AND tlnSE FITTINGS ARE Tt7 BE CONSTRlJCTEll DF NON SPARKING MATERIALS 
(ALUt~1IPIUtC BRASS t-lR STAINLESS STEEL> 

2 of. 3 



TANI< Tn TANK TRANSFER 
BARGE CARCiLl PIPI~JG AS 

CtltIEIECTJl-lEI 
IIH-lKJ~IT;i AF 

BflJlV l-KCI( CARGn PIPJEJIS 

BARGE LOADING HEADER 

SUCTIntl Nm TIISC~IAR~-X IU-LSES ARE DESIc31En FllR INI- SERVICE VITII ELECTRICAL CntrTIt4lKi-Y AND HEET 
TIE REOlIIUNEtITS L-b= 33 CFR lYY.800 
PIJI~ Am s7Rmwi VAtm IttlsT BE m-mm m BAR= lank PRIMER in usE 
STRIPPIIIG WAHDS ANTI tKlSE t-ITTTfK’iS ARE Tll DE M~ISTRIICTEn flF tK-Ul SPARKTtlt l(ATERIALS 
(AL1JHItJlJ& BRASS nR STAItlLESS STE33-J 
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Subj: OMI PROPOSAL FOR TANK 
CLEANING WHILE UNDERWAY 

Date: APRIL 19, 1996 

From: CDR Guy A. Tetreau 

To: Mr. Rusty Moore 

As discussed in.our pnone conversation on this date, I have 
completed review of the subject package and would like to see the 
following modifications prior to approval: 

1. Expand section 5.1.7 to state that only USCG or MSHA approved 
flashlights for Class I, Group D atmospheres shall be used. 

2. Add verbiage similar to the last paragraph in section 1.1.2 
(a) of the Safety Guidelines for Tank Vessel Cleaning Facilities 
(SGTVCF) regarding equipment allowed on deck during cleaning 
operations. 

3. Add verbiage similar to that in 
1.1.2 (c) of SGTVCF regarding otlher 
(include smoking prohibition). 

the 1st paragraph of secticn 
operations ailcxed on deck 

d _. ?.dd the requirement to shut down operations in case of 
impending electrical storms (see 1.1.2 (n) of SGTiiCF). 

5. Ee specific cn the pass/fail critc--;a for LA& the hose csntinuity 
test (see sect 8.1.4 of ISG-OTTJ 

6. Expand y-cur prccedure (probably around 5.6.1.1) to establish 
the philosophy that tanks will be cleaned as quickly as possible 
to minimize dilution of the tank atmosphere with cx-;cen and tc -- 
=mit +:?g a-cl2-t cf t5T.e ty.E t2re;-: fc r----c- i- i'-c '--,-iy.z-y."rAt. -=--- -- --_- -.- 

7. Expand yccr procedures (probably around sec. 5.6.2) to 
require frequent &e&s of a.11 ecuipment used dur:nc the cleaninc 
cperaticn and cessation of operaticns in t:he case cf leaks until 
the problem is corrected (see 1.2.2 (c) of SGTVCF). 

8. Include a general prohibition against tank entry (see 1.1.5 
of SGTVC'). 

a d . Your plan (5.1.7) states that an aluminum wand with stainless 
steel tip will be used. Sep ,tion 1.2.02 of SGTVCF states that 
aluminum wands with brass tips are acceptable. please CT a-4 fp- -L--A_ . 

Upon receint of vour updated manual, I will ccmpiete my approval 
actions. 

Thenk yoc EOZ your cplck attention to t:?is ma--c- L Lb-. . 


